Case Sharing and
Ontology Structuring
in an Online Oral
Medicine Community

Marie Gustafsson

University of Skovde &
Chalmers University of Technology
Sweden



Overview

® Oral medicine in Sweden: SOMNet and SOMWeb

® Studying participants’ use and perceptions
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The Swedish Oral Medicine
Network (SOMNet)

® Functions as a communlty of practice within
oral medicine in Sweden since mid 90’s.

® Promotes the collection of diverse and
numerous cases for subsequent analysis and
harmonization within the field.

° °
Bl S Wy B St N w 11 & LR e T A o e
: eadh) con G S S R - ol O LR o VTR e AR ok i b e R S € LR s e Rl




SOMWeb

| « | ‘ (4 l ‘ ‘ ‘E‘ A htt ppserv.cs.chalm mweb /news.do

Cetting Started Latest Headlines v

Read news

Browse and administer meetings
Look at presentations S
of individual meetings

Meetings
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Vid vissa fragor i undersdkningen finns det ett plus-tecke

Browse and administer cases
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Adding a Case

® A form generated from an
OWVL description (template)
determining types of
questions posed and allowed
values.

® Templates for different types
of consultation occasions,
e.g., first time and follow-up.

® TJemplates are developed by o st

the community. 0
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Studying Participants’
Use and Perceptions

® |nterviews (9 members)
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Case Entry

® Questionnaire: 87 % found adding cases
better in SOMWeb, |3 % were neutral.

® |nterviews (6/9 had added cases):
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Case Submissions

® About 25 % of the members have submitted
at least one case.
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Ontology Structuring

® The current value list ontology contains no
subclasses of e.g., Diagnosis.
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mVisualizer &
Aggregates

® Previous work of the research group:a data
analysis tool called mVisualizer.

® User can create aggregates of values to be

used in grouplng data, e. g diagnosis
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Incentives

® Possibly provide ontology structuring tool
where members can “scratch their own itch”

in case browsing.




Discussion

® Trade-off between completeness and
complexity in case entry.

® | essons from case entry that may be carried
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over to ontology structuring:
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